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                                                  COMMUNITY & BUSINESS ENGAGEMENT 
 CITY OF AMITY, OR 
 
 Minutes 
 
A Community & Business Engagement Meeting was held at 5:30 p.m. on Thursday July 14, 2022, in the 
Council Chambers, City Hall, 109 Maddox, Amity, Oregon. 
 
Councilors Present 
Councilor Melissa Bojorquez and Mayor Rachel King. 
 
Councilors Present via Zoom 
None 
 
Councilors Absent 
None 
 
Staff Present 
City Administrator Michael Thomas   
 
 

1. MAYOR KING’S INTRODUCTIONS:  
Mayor King introduced herself and Councilor Bojorquez. She provided her general comments for the 
format of the meeting. Things that the City is attempting to accomplish and how to partner with the 
community. She introduced Councilor Bojorquez presentation on a community database. 
 

  
2. CITY COUNCIL’S COMMENTS: 

a. Councilor Bojorquez mentioned that the RDI survey results noted that youths want to get 
involved in the community. She continued to mention how much DIG has accomplished for the 
community, but that there is more that can be accomplished by involving the high school. Make 
it easier for the high school students and local community to partner and collaborate in 
completing projects and events. 
 

b. She is working with Amity High School to improve the interaction and collaboration process by 
finding ways to get motivated students to volunteer, possibly by entering their names and offer 
of support into a community database. This would improve the ways and means to accomplish 
engagement within the community.  
 

c. Citizen D. Coelho asked if there was a means to sign up through youth sports. Councilor 
Bojorquez stated we’ve not made it to that point, but it could be a future possibility. Mayor King 
stated that Council discussed it and will reapproach with the schools in the fall. Looking for 
advice and input. Citizen Coelho mentioned we should tie it to some type of festival. Mayor King 
stated that one of the City’s goals is to hold more city festivals, possibly linking it with the 
Pancake Breakfast. Mayor King also mentioned we could start small and build. They also 
discussed partnering with the citywide garage sale and other traditions in Amity. 
 

d. Mayor King and Councilor Bojorquez elaborated on their proposed idea for the database. It 
would be a way for community members to see what events are out there, and help, or for the 
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event organizers to seek assistance. The City could help facilitate the matching and linking of 
volunteers and event organizers. Citizen E. Silverman stated that she through this was a good 
way to spur engagement, as DIG has attempted outreach with the schools before through a high 
school teacher and it would be good to bring it back. Mayor King agreed with that but expressed 
the city’s desire to expand it to the entire student body, not just work through a single faculty 
member. Mayor King and Councilor Bojorquez then elaborated on how this could help student 
advancement.  

   
e. Mayor King then concluded the City’s presentation and opened it up to the community.  
 

3. COMMENTS FROM THE COMMUNITY: 
a. Citizen D. Coelho brought up her business idea to block off part of 5th Street in Amity, to host an 

outdoor event, having submitted their permit to ODOT. They would like to do this because the 
bridge closure has decreased traffic along 5th St and this presents an opportunity to do 
something new and different. The idea is to host an outdoor event over Labor Day. The 
conversation also included comments about tractor-trailers having to backup on 5th Street due to 
the road closures. Citizen Coelho and Mayor King then discussed the possibility to tying their 
event to another city event, as well as the possibility of bringing in the fair booths for kids. 
Citizen R Kistler mentioned that with the bridge being closed until 2023, there may be multiple 
opportunities. Administrator Thomas mentioned why ODOT is forcing the tractor-trailers are 
backing up and that he would bring it up with ODOT to re-orient the signs. Administrator Thomas 
stated he will also assist the local businesses in getting ODOT permitting approved. 
 

b. Citizen J Coelho mentioned how they blocked off the alleyway behind Trade St Commons to 
host event. They asked about how to close the alleyway, which Administrator Thomas stated 
that the City could easily approve the permit, as long as trash service is not interrupted. 
 

c. Citizen E Rainy mentioned that in years prior the City hosted Amity specific “Where’s Waldo?” 
style events in multiple businesses and suggested that we attempt that again. Mayor King 
mentioned that we could tie it to Summer Reading Program themes. Citizen B Willis mentioned 
that Carlton does a similar “chocolate walk” which we could also emulate and adapt for Amity. 
There was discussion about paying for such an event. Mayor King mentioned she would share 
the “Sun Walk” materials from the eclipse. 
 

d. Citizen E. Silverman mentioned we should advertise the “Art Harvest” more prominently within 
the community. This may include providing local maps that highlight businesses, artists, and 
things to do within the community. She provided visual aides as to what this might look like. The 
idea being that we could showcase more of Amity in conjunction with the Art Harvest. Councilor 
Bojorquez stated that it may be a good idea to provide a walking map of the City, along with 
possibly other merchandise with the community logo. 
 

e. Citizen B. Bond spoke about how there should be a two-pronged and united effort to community 
and business engagement. One should be to encourage community pride and engagement – an 
inward focus. The other prong should be to entice more people to come and visit the community 
– an outward focus. She stated that both are important, not mutually exclusive and should be 
considered in each of these events and engagements within the community. Citizen Bond 
mentioned that the Art Harvest and Pancake Breakfast is an exceptional opportunity to 
accomplish both. Then the conversation moved onto possibly establishing farmers’ markets 
within the community and advertising. Mayor King asked the business owners for more 
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information regarding the Art Harvest and how we could make something out of it. Citizen D 
Coelho provided a detail description to include responding to the idea of providing more food 
options to visitors within the community. But, that we should celebrate the local restaurants we 
currently have.  
 

f. Citizen E Silverman then described that we could distribute the walking maps to the community 
while also using another community member’s talents, if able, to complete a beautifully graphic 
walking map to entice the community. Mayor King stated we could complete the project if 
someone provided all the components to us. The City could also provide this information via 
social media. Citizen B Bond mentioned we could use this to highlight the artists in within our 
community. Citizen Willis mentioned that this would be a good idea, as some artists cannot 
advertise in the “Art Harvest” and through other means because they do not have a physical 
studio.  
 

g. Citizen B. Bond mentioned that we could also improve upon the “Art Harvest” by offering options 
such as “to go” food. There was a conversation about providing more venues for our artists to 
showcase their work within the community. R Kistler brought up the possibility of bringing in food 
trucks to provide variety and possibly showcase other small businesses as a part of any city 
event. His concern being that while we have good restaurants, they’re not open or able to 
accommodate enough diners. Citizen B Bond, stated that food trucks might be a good 
compliment along with the offer of “to go” items. Mayor King mentioned an “Amity walkabout” 
menu. Citizen D Coelho disagreed that bringing food trucks from outside the community would 
not be showcasing the best of the local community. There was discussion about this, to include 
where to locate them. Administrator Thomas mentioned that with both food trucks and farmers’ 
markets, which are allowed in the community, private property owners would need to allow for 
them, as the City does not have areas to offer, besides the Community Center. An unknown 
citizen mentioned setting them up at the City Park, which was mentioned as a possible 
opportunity. There was more discussion about the matter without resolution.  
 

h. Mayor King recognized Citizen J Coelho mentioned that Councilor’s Bojorquez’s database could 
become a website to offer up opportunities where bottlenecks are where business owners can 
trade assistance and the City could monitor open communications and processes. Mayor King 
agreed with this elaborating on the idea. Administrator Thomas asked if his emails could be 
used as a stop-gap measure until the website (or database) is created. The consensus was it 
might work, but the website would be better. Citizen J Coelho mentioned that emails often get 
lost and may not be read in a timely manner.  
 

i. The conversation moved to curbside appeal and then into the topic of parking. Administrator 
Thomas and Mayor King mentioned that we would lose parking if we completed a parking study. 
Then there was a mixed conversation about parking and being able to utilize parking for other 
uses. City Administrator Thomas mentioned that restaurants can still use parking for “to go” 
pickup. 
 

j. Citizens B. Willis and B. Harrison then brought up the complications that ODOT imposes upon 
new development to include parking, new sidewalks, and rights-of-way. The conversation 
included multiple voices and indecipherable conversation. Citizen Willis, then brought up that 
between ODOT requirements and City imposed SDCs, it is impossible for a small business 
owner to invest within the community. Citizen B. Harrison elaborated upon the details of City 
imposed costs upon development. He questioned the need for these items and where the return 
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on investment comes from. Citizen Harrison mentioned that the City should be seeking more 
grants and other funding sources and not making the cost of investment too expensive. Mayor 
King asked for some clarification regarding where the City would need to be obligated to do the 
work. Citizen B Willis mentioned that the City should be responsible for improving City property. 
Mayor King acknowledged that and then mentioned that the City is engaged in a $12 million 
water improvement project. Citizen B Willis continued by stating that the City should provide an 
up-front checklist of the process for development. Citizen J. Coelho mentioned that this too 
could be part of the City’s website or database. Mayor King and Councilor Bojorquez agreed 
that the City could make the process more open and transparent and provide the steps up front 
to a possible developer. Mayor King concluded the conversation with an appeal to accomplish 
more to assist businesses. 
 

k. Councilor Bojorquez asked if there were any maps already available within the community, 
specifically digital ones. The reply is no. Citizen J Coelho asked if there was a way to provide 
more resources to the community in a centrally located place. She also stated that there seems 
to be a lot of fractured effort. Mayor King stated that her desire is to get a base of willing people, 
then the city could build upon that to provide a better, bigger base of support. Councilor 
Bojorquez mentioned the desire to do these things without added cost to the City and attempting 
to do these things with as little extra workload upon the City Staff. Councilor Bojorquez and 
Mayor King also mentioned business owners could reach out to them directly. 
 

l. Finally, Citizen D Coelho asked if the City had an informational kiosk to share printed 
information to the community. Administrator Thomas said we do not. Mayor King mentioned we 
could look into having one.  
 
 

Mayor King wrapped up the meeting by thanking everyone who attended. With no final comments she 
concluded the meeting.  
 
Mayor King adjourned the meeting at 7:15 p.m. 
 
 
 
Approved by City Council August 3, 2022 
 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Rachel King, Mayor 
 
 
Attest: 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Natasha Johnson, City Recorder 


	Staff Present

