
Yamhill County Dog Control Ordinance 692 

Section 7 

Prohibited Conduct 

 

7.1 OWNER OR KEEPER OF DOGS. It shall be a violation of this ordinance for 
the owner or keeper of a dog to: 

a) Permit a dog to run at large. A dog is considered to be "running at large" 
when it is not on the premises of the owner or keeper, and it is not 
restrained by a rope, line, leash, chain, or other similar means, or is not 
under the immediate physical control and command of its owner or 
keeper. A dog will be considered "running at large" if it is free upon a 
shared access way, common area, walking area, parking lot, or other 
area open to physical access by the public. (The fine for this violation is 
$94.00); 

b) Allow a dog to become a PUBLIC NUISANCE. A dog is a public nuisance 
if it: 

1) Bites or nips a person's person, clothing or effects, unless the person 
is illegally assaulting the dog or the dog's owner, or if the person 
provokes the dog and is illegally trespassing on premises legally 
occupied by the dog's owner. (The fine for this violation is $150.00); 

2) Chases vehicles, person, or other animals of any kind on property 
that does not belong to the owner or keeper of the dog. (The fine for 
this violation is $94.00, second offense is $150.00); 

3) Damages or destroys property (including livestock or a domestic pet) 
that does not belong to the owner or keeper of the dog. (The fine for 
this violation is $150.00 + damages if applicable); 

4) Scatters garbage. (The fine for this violation is $94.00); 

5) Trespasses on private property of person other than the owner or 
keeper of the dog. (The fine for this violation is $94.00); 

6) Excessive noise, enforced by county in the county only.  Disturbs a 
resident from each of three or more households within sight or sound  
of the complainant’s residence or business by excessive noise.  A 
dog shall not be considered a public nuisance under this ordinance if 
it barks at a person or animal trespassing on property belonging to 
the dog’s owner. (The fine for this violation is $94.00); 
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7) Is a female in heat and running at large. (The fine for this violation 
is $94.00);  

8) Impedes or disrupts the normal flow of traffic on a public or private 
roadway or access way, or causes dangerous conditions 
thereupon, or in any way becomes a traffic hazard for any length of 
time. (The fine for this violation is $150.00, second offense is 
$300.00); 

c) No person shall keep a menacing dog 

1) A menacing dog means a dog which acts in a threatening manner 
causing a human, or domestic animal, or livestock to fear for its 
safety or well being, regardless of whether it was done in a playful 
or hostile manner. (The fine for this violation is $300.00); 

 

7.3 PENALTIES 

a) A violation of any provision in this section is punishable by a fine not to 
exceed five thousand dollars ($5,000.), pursuant to ORS 153.018(2)(e) 
and ORS 153.025 (2) (1999). 

b) Minimum fine amount: under no circumstances shall any base fine 
levied by the Court result in less than $30 (thirty dollars) going to the 
Dog Control Fund, after assessments and costs have been subtracted. 
Thus the minimum fine for any offense must be $30 (thirty dollars) plus 
the standard assessments and costs. 

c) In addition to any fines, if the dog has been found to be menacing, 
vicious or dangerous, or has been found to be a habitual offender or 
public nuisance as defined in this ordinance, the court may order 
whatever disposition of the dog that court considers advisable or 
necessary for the safety, health, or protection of the public, including 
euthanasia of the dog. 

d) The penalties described in this section shall be in addition to any 
charges assessed against the owner of keeper of any animal under 
this ordinance for the licensing, impoundment, and maintenance of the 
animal. 

e) The imposition of a penalty under this ordinance shall not preclude the 
use of any other remedy allowed by law to halt or prevent a violation of 
this ordinance. 

Section 5 

No Dog License 

692.5   No dog license.  For a person who is cited for owning or keeping an 
unlicensed dog and who thereafter obtains a license, the late fee shall be in an 
amount as specified by board order. (The fine for this violation is $94.00) 
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